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While the ongoing fifty year antenna 
struggle between amateurs and the public 
they serve is undoubtedly not over, it has 
been greatly aided by a September 16th offic- 
ial government statement. 


The Commission has declared a limited 
pre-emption over state and local regulation 
coneerning amateur radio facilities holding 
that there is a strong federal interest in pro- 


moting amateur communications. The FCC has 
taken the position that local and state gov- 


‘ernments can not arbitrarily prevent antenna 
effectiveness by ruling against them. 


BACKGROUND ON THE ISSUE.... 


On_ July 16, 1984, the American Radio 
Relay League, Inc. (ARRL) asked the FCC to 
issue. a declaratory ruling pre-empting all 
local ordinances which provably preclude or 
significantly inhibit effective reliable amateur 
communications. 


The League argued that amateur radio 
communications is a normal, reasonable and 


incidental use of residential real property and 
that it is seldom that municipal restrictions 
"bear any trace of a basis in safety and 
health concerns." 


The ARRL said that an official govern- 


(T)\| ment position on amateur antenna installations 
\’| was needed since most court cases were 
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subject to discretionary judgement because 
the United States had never stated its inter- 
est in effective reliable amateur communica- 
tions. 


While the FCC did issue a Public Notice 
in 1977 stating that local laws regulating 
radio might be pre-empted by the Communica- 
tions Act, it offered no means by which a 
judge might decide whether an ordinance was 
unduly rstrictive. 


The lengthy and well-written (twenty- 
eight page) ARRL document also had a leng- 
thy title: "Establishment of a Policy of Limi- 
ted Federal Pre-emption of State and Local 
Regulation of Amateur and Other Radio Sta- 
tion Installation and Regulation." 


The ARRL ‘conceded that the loca! 
authorities could enact ordinances designed to 


‘ensure the safety and health of persons in the 


community but argued that such regulations 
could not preclude effective amateur commun- 
ications. The League made no reference in 
their filing that any consideration should or 
should not be given by municipalities to the 
"aesthetic" value of amateur antennas and 
towers. 


Actually, the ARRL filing was almost 
identical to (and probably suggested by) one 
filed just six weeks earlier by direct satellite 
broadeaster, United Satellite Communications, 
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Ine. (USCI) relative to backyard satellite 
antennas. USCI said they needed a government 
pre-emptive statement to prevent municipali- 
ties from arbitrarily outlawing satellite dishes 
as unsightly. 


PRB-1 EMERGES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.... 


The FCC actually had no administrative 
vehicle for requesting comments from the 
publie on declaratory rulings. This was some- 
thing new for them. So they simply made one 
up. They called the matter "PRB-1" for Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau issue #1. Even though init- 
ially assigned a fairly long comment period, 
PRB-1 was extended to last December 24. 


In January, Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, 
helped the situation along by introducing two 
Senate Resolutions which urged the FCC to 
protect the public from discriminatory and 
unreasonable local restrictions on home satel- 
lite and amateur radio antennas. "It is appro- 
priate and timely," Goldwater said, "for the 
FCC to delineate the limit of local jurisdic- 
tion over antenna regulation..." 


THE 1985 FCC DECLARATORY _RULING.... 


The Commission ruled on PRB-1 during 
mid-September. "While recognizing that there 
are certain general state and local interests 
which may legitimately affect amateur radio 
facilities," the FCC said that... "state and 
local regulations which preclude amateur com- 


objectives and must be pre-empted.” 


The Commission declared that "local 
regulations which involve placement, screen- 


safety or asethetic considerations must rea- 
sonably accomodate amateur communications 


and represent the minimum practicable regula- 
tion to accomplish the purpose of the local 
authorities." 


While the declaration by the FCC is a 
welcome legal milestone in amateur radio 
communications, a question remains... "what 
role does 'aesthetics' now play in local and 
state antenna zoning ordinances?" My diction- 
ary defines "aesthetic" as "artistic, in good 


taste, well-arranged... beautiful." Will cities 
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decide that amateur installations are just the 
opposite and continue to regulate against 
them? 


Action by the Commission, September 
1985, by Memorandum Opinion and 
Commissioners Fowler, 
Chairman, Quello, Dawson and Patrick with 
Commissioner Rivera not participating. 


oapeoape 


FCC ENDS 30-DAY HAM RETESTING RULE.... 


While we have not received the FCC 
paperwork yet, the Commission amended the 


16th, 


Amateur rules September 16th to eliminate 


the 30 day wait before -an applicant for an 
amateur examination can retake the same 
failed or higher Amateur Radio Operator ex- 
amination element. 


BACKGROUND ON PR DOCKET 85-21... 


A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was 
issued by the FCC last February proposing to 


amend §Part 97.26 which requires applicants 
who fail amateur radio operator tests to wait 
the full 30 days before being re-examined. 


The NPRM was in response to a petition 
filed by Phil Miller, KB8QX, of Charleston, 
West Virginia. He suggested that ham test 
applicants be allowed to retake the same or 
higher examination elements within seven days 
of the date that the examination was failed. 
The FCC. countered by proposing that the 
waiting period be eliminated altogether. The 
ARRL opposed the NPRM stating that it 
would require VEC's to change examinations 
weekly to prevent a candidate from taking 
the same examination twice and could result 
in compromise of the entire VE program. 


Noting that the so-called "30-day rule” 
was based on the Commission's staffing and 
budgetary resources of the various FCC ex- 
amining points, the Commission said that indi- 
vidual VEC's could set their own waiting per- 
iods for a candidate that fails an examination 
element based on their own administrative 
requirments. 


FCC ISSUES ORDER ON HAM RETESTING.... 
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evidence that an applicant who waited 30 
days between tests would be better prepared 
for the next test that applicants that waited 
a shorted period." 


Responding to comments that the Volun- 
teer Examiner Coordinators (VEC's) would be 
burdened by eliminating the waiting period, 
the Commission noted that "VEC's are not 
obligated to give examinations on demand or 
in any way alter their present procedures." 


The FCC said "VEC's are already re- 
quired to maximize the number of different 
exams in use and to change the questions used 
frequently." In our own particular VEC case, 
we always send multiple test versions of the 
same element and never know which test is 
being administered by our Volunteer Exami- 
ners. Sometimes only one test is used for 
everyone... other times all tests are used. The 
VE makes the decision. 


The only restriction that our own pro- 
gram will employ is that an applicant may not 
retake a failed examination on the same day. 


TEST_ PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT RETAINED.... 


The original FCC NPRM also proposed 
to require public notice only for test sessions 
intended for five or more applicants. Except 
for the Novice Class, the rules require that a 
VE publicly announce his intention to hold an 
amateur radio operator test session. 


The proposal was primarily aimed at 
eliminating the required announcement of a 
test session that was not open to the public... 
such as for the handicapped, a test session 
conducted at home for medical reasons or a 
small graduating ham class. 


At the time, however, the Commission 
said that they were still of the view that 


public anouncement of examination opportuni-- 


ties were generally desirable. 


PUBLIC_ ANNOUNCEMENT RETAINED.... 


In its final ruling on PR Docket 85-505, 


the Commission said it would continue to re-_ 


quire public announcements fer all examina- 
tions. Since the number of eaididates at any 
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one examination session may be limited, the 
FCC emphasized that the announcement 
should alert the public to any such limitation. - 


Thus... if you are holding a private ex- 
amination session... even for a single handi- 
capped applicant... you must announce in some 
public way (such as on a repeater...) that the 
test will be conducted. The retained 
announcement rule eliminates any "secret" 
tests being given to VE "friends." 


Action by the Commission, September 
16, 1985, by Report and Order. FCC Docket 
85-505. Commissioners Fowler, Chairman, 
Quello, Dawson and Patrick participating. 
Commissioner Rivera not participating. Effec- 
tive date of Order: November 8, 1985 


I had occasion to speak with the FCC's 
(Washington) Special Service's chief, Raymond 
A. Kowalski, this past week. He said that the 
FCC proposal to turn maintenance of the 
amateur radio operator examination test pool 
over to the various VEC's with test design by 
VE's is still under consideration. "We are still 
working on that one. It won't be coming out 
for a while." 


‘oaDeo ape 


AMATEUR _RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 
. issued as of the first of September 1985. 
§Part 97.51 ealls for: (1.) FCC to assign 


amateur radio station eall signs "on a 
systematic basis" and (2.) The Commission 
shall not grant any request for a specific call 


sign, 


Radio Group A i "B W NC 1 Lb) " 
District: Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
0 NNGQ KEGAB NOGMX KAGVHQ 
1 NBIR KBIUK NIDSL KAINIS 
2 NM2S KD20OT N2FUV KA2ZDH 
3 KX30 KC3TV N3EOG KA30OMT 
4 AA4MY KJ4IW N4MRS KB4PPH 
5) NZ5L KF5EQ N5IJU KAS5SWWM 
6 WK6Y KG6XA N6MNP KB6JWQ 
tf NQ7L KE7JH N7HMR KATWAW 
8 NN8Z KE8AT N8GWS KA8YCZ 
9 NG9G KDI9RG N9FJIG KASUBZ 
N. Mariana I. AH@E AH@AC KHGAI WH@AAG 
Guam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGP 
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decide that amateur installations are just the 
opposite and continue to regulate against 
them? 


Ine. (USCI) relative to backyard satellite 
antennas. USCI said they needed a government 
pre-emptive statement to prevent municipali- 
ties from arbitrarily outlawing satellite dishes 
as unsightly. Action by the Commission, September 
16th, 1985, by Memorandum Opinion and 
Order (FCC-85-506) Commissioners Fowler, 
Chairman, Quello, Dawson and Patrick with 
Commissioner Rivera not participating. 


oapeape 


FCC ENDS 30-DAY HAM RETESTING RULE.... 


While we have not received the FCC 
paperwork yet, the Commission amended the 
Amateur rules September 16th to eliminate 
the 30 day wait before -an applicant for an 
amateur examination can retake the same 
failed or higher Amateur Radio Operator ex- 
amination element. 


PRB-1 EMERGES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.... 


I have never had my station or 


The FCC actually had no administrative 
vehicle for requesting comments from the 
public on declaratory rulings. This was some- 
thing new for them. So they simply made one 
up. They called the matter "PRB-1" for Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau issue #1. Even though init- 
ially assigned a fairly long comment period, 
PRB-1 was extended to last December 24. 


ng amateur radio equipment or 
My age is at least 18 years old. 


In January, Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, 
helped the situation along by introducing two 
Senate Resolutions which urged the FCC to 
protect the public from discriminatory and 
unreasonable local restrictions on home satel- 
lite and amateur radio antennas. "It is appro- 
priate and timely," Goldwater said, "for the 
FCC to delineate the limit of local jurisdic- 
tion over antenna regulation..." 


BACKGROUND ON PR DOCKET 85-21.... 

A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was 
issued by the FCC last February proposing to 
amend §Part 97.26 which requires applicants 
who fail amateur radio operator tests to wait 
the full 30 days before being re-examined. 
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ARRL opposed the NPRM stating that it 
would require VEC's to change examinations 
weekly to prevent a candidate from taking 
the same examination twice and could result 
in compromise of the entire VE program. 


objectives and must be pre-empted." 


The Commission declared that "local 
regulations which involve placement, screen- 
ing or height of antennas based on_health, 
safety or asethetic considerations must rea- 
‘sonably accomodate amateur communications 
and represent the minimum practicable regula- 
tion to accomplish the purpose of the local 
authorities.” 


Noting that the so-called "30-day rule" 
was based on the Commission's staffing and 
budgetary resources of the various FCC ex- 
amining points, the Commission said that indi- 
vidual VEC's could set their own waiting per- 
iods for a candidate that fails an examination 
element based on their own administrative 
requirments. 
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While the declaration by the FCC is a 
welcome legal milestone in amateur radio 
communications, a question remains... "what 
role does ‘'aestheties' now play in local and 
state antenna zoning ordinances?" My diction- 
ary defines "aesthetic" as "artistic, in good 
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Can broadeasters use the ham bands to 
pass what appears to be business communica- 
tions during a national or international crises? 
There seems to be a wide difference of opin- 
ion on that one! 


Major broadcast networks were passing 
what appeared to be newsgathering and com- 
mercial traffic during the recent earthquake 
erises in Mexico on the ham bands. Obviously 
they thought it was proper. I called Roy Neal, 
K6DUE, of NBC News to get his views... 


K6DUE "It is legal because there is no com- 
mereial means of communication available. 
That was the new ruling as of about six 
weeks ago. When there is no commercial com- 
munications available, amateurs are permitted 
to handle traffic back and forth." 


W5YI "Even for ordering parts for satellite 
dishes?" 
K6DUE "If it is the only way it can be han- 


dled, then the answer is 'yes'. We have this 
not only from the FCC but we have had the 
attorneys of all three networks check it out 
very carefully. First of all the amateur bands 
ean be used for news gathering per se. It's a 
new ruling about six or eight weeks ago." _ 
W5YI "I did not know that." 

K6DUE "I am giving you an interpretation 
from the lawyers of NBC and the FCC. This 
is the interpretation on which we (NBC) have 
been operating which says (#1) amateur sta- 
tions can be used for news gathering per se 
(#2) when commercial facilities are not avail- 
able for communications in times of disaster, 
communications of the business type necessary 
to get out the news can be handled by ama- 
teur stations. This is the way that the law 
was interpreted for us. I suggest that you 
cheek with the FCC and the legal department 
of NBC in New York from which the interpre- 
tation came... or any of the other networks 
for that matter. ...the AP, the UPI and Time 
magazine are all doing it." 

W5YI "I was not aware of this interpretation." 
K6DUE "The interpretation came from the 
networks after the FCC made its initial rul- 
ing... not only the networks... all of the var- 
ious communications agencies. Their attorneys 
went to work with the FCC and... came up 
with this interpretation. This was then put 


out by the networks for our guidance. Don't 
quote me as an authority on the law. I am not 
an attorney... I am a practicing ham operator 
who is also an official of NBC News. What I 
have told you is what the networks have told 
us for our guidance," 

W5YI "Are all of the network participants 
using ham spectrum actually amateur radio 
operators?" 

K6DUE "Yes, as far as I know every one of 
them is, yes. There are, I might add, several 
hundred amateurs that work for the various 
broadeasting companies. I know of no non- 
amateurs that have been on the air." 

W5YI "I question the obvious passing of com- 
mercial and business traffic and what appears 
to be news gathering." 

K6DUE "Both of which are condoned because 
there are no commercial facilities available. 
Think of it this way, if you will. If you have 
no way of getting any information to or from 
your people in the field... how in the world do 
you think we get people in or out? We use 
commercial communications whereever and 
whenever possible. We now have our own 
ground station operating in Mexico City. It 
required a great deal of set up... of advance 
information so that this station could be set: 
up there to provide commercial communica- 
tions for our people." 


"lt was suggested by some of our execu- 
tives that we should send an amateur station 
with a ham operator in advance of the ground 
station to provide some communications until 
they get set up. I told them 'you can't do 
that.!' They are not licensed to operate in 
Mexico. Then the executives in our meeting 
said 'I don't think the Mexican government 
would take issue with this. It is for a good 
cause.’ The answer came back...'Oh, yes they 
would. We have no jurisdiction with that 
country... nor would such a station be recip- 
rocally licensed. You can't do it.' And so they 
didn't. I bring this up only to show you how 
carefully these decisions are made. No ama- 
teur in his right mind is going to risk losing 
his license to go for something like this. We 
used Mexican amateurs licensed to operate in 
Mexico. They were not network employees... 
they simply took messages for the networks 
and for all of the other media. They have 
been told that it is OK by the various news 
gathering organizations based on the fact that 


Getting Steve back home was no small 
task! Steve's parents mortaged their home and 
wired $10,000 to Florida. A Lear Jet air am- 
bulanee and a doctor was dispatched to Santa 
Marta, Colombia. Steve arrived back in the 
U.S. on July 27th... more than a month after 
the erash. He was not in good shape. 


. The Stronezek's had earlier sent $4,000 
to the U.S. Consulate in Barranquilla, Colom- 
bia. That money was to go to a private clinic 
in Santa Marta where Steve was being treat- 
ed. Mrs. Stronezek said she was told that 
when that money was gone, the medical care 
would stop. 


Steve's leg had to be amputated be- 
cause of gangrene. The other leg was crushed. 
He has crushed ribs, a punctured lung, a brain 
concussion and injured arms. Anne Stronezek 
said she and her husband received word of the 
erash from Chicago ham operator, Robert 
Cooley, WB9BPC. 


The medical bills go on and on! There is 
no insurance or income and Steve's wife is 
expecting a child. His other leg is "stable" but 
he will need extensive surgery to fuse the 
bones. A prosthesis is also required so Steve 
ean walk again. He is having difficulty coping 
with the death of Kellums. 


A fund has been set up to help with the 
bills... Steve Stronezek Fund WA9IDZ; Citi- 
zens Bank; Westville, Indiana 46391. 

(Thanx to Joe Schroeder, W9JUV, for info.) 


oapeoape 


FCC SUED OVER CHANGE IN HAM POWER... 


The "AM Press/Exchange" - the only 
ham publication devoted to Amplitude Modula- 
tion - reports that "The AM power reduction 
appeal of FCC Docket 82-624 is scheduled for 
final oral arguments at the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in Washington, D.C., at 9:30 a.m. on 
September 27th." This court is one step below 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


The AMers are upset over the 1983 
FCC decision to change the power measure- 
ment standard in the Amateur Service from 
1000 watts input to 1500 watts PEP output. 
Per FCC 83-345, amateurs operating in the 
AM-DSB mode are allowed to use the old 
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input power standard until June 1, 1990, after 
which they must adopt the newer 1500 watt 
PEP output standard. AM'ers claim that this 
is a loss of privileges since it will result in a 
net lower power level. 


Glenn Baxter, K1MAN, of Belgrade, ME, 
- a registered professional engineer - will 
argue the ease before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. This AM legal proceeding has been 
going on for over a year now. The AMers are 
"looking for a victory over unfair and arbi- 
trary action by those entrusted with responsi- 
bility in amateur matters." According to the 
ARRL, only 1% of licensed amateurs use the 
AM mode, 


cep cape 


U.S. OTH WOODPECKER SET TO TRANSMIT 


Be on the lookout for the U.S. version 
of the Russian "woodpecker" from the Air 
Force's new Over-The-Horizon (OTH) site near 
Bangor, Maine. It is all set to be tested. Lis- 
ten for loud buzz-chirps with bandwidths of 5, 
10, 20 or 40 kHz. 


When the bandwidth is 5 or 10 kHz, the. 
waveform repetition rate should be 10 to 20. 


per second; when it is 20 or 40 kHz, the rate 
should be from 20 to 60 per second. The 
sound should be similar to power-line noise. 


Although ‘the operating frequency is 
from 6.7 to 22 MHz, the Air Force has prom- 
ised not to transmit in the amateur bands. 
Notify the FCC if you feel the American OTH 
radar is interfering with the ham bands. 


OTH radar antennas concentrate nearly 
all of their energy in the forward direction. 
In the ease of the Bangor, Maine, facility, the 
antenna is directed towards the North Atlan- 
tic... away from all land masses. The purpose 
of the CONUS OTHB (Continental U.S. Over- 
The-Horizon Backscatter) system is to give 
early warning of bomber attack via the north- 
east approaches to Canada and the U.S. 


Over-the-horizon radars use the ionos- 
phere to see around the curvature of the 
earth by bouncing their signal down off of the 
ionosphere. A computer automatically selects 
the best frequency based on propagation con- 
siderations. 
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evidence that an applicant who waited 30 
days between tests would be better prepared 
for the next test that applicants that waited 
a shorted period." 


Responding to comments that the Volun- 
teer Examiner Coordinators (VEC's) would be 
burdened by eliminating the waiting period, 
the Commission noted that "VEC's are not 
obligated to give examinations on demand or 
in any way alter their present procedures." 


The FCC said "VEC's are already re- 
quired to maximize the number of different 
exams in use and to change the questions used 
frequently." In our own particular VEC case, 
we always send multiple test versions of the 
same element and never know which test is 
being administered by our Volunteer Exami- 
ners. Sometimes only one test is used for 
everyone... other times all tests are used. The 
VE makes the decision. 


The only restriction that our own pro- 
gram will employ is that an applicant may not 
retake a failed examination on the same day. 


The original FCC NPRM also proposed 
to require public notice only for test sessions 
intended for five or more applicants. Except 
for the Novice Class, the rules require that a 
VE publicly announce his intention to hold an 
amateur radio operator test session. 


The proposal was primarily aimed at 
eliminating the required announcement of a 
test session that was not open to the public... 
such as for the handicapped, a test session 
conducted at home for medical reasons or a 
small graduating ham class. 


At the time, however, the Commission 
said that they were still of the view that 


public anouncement of examination opportuni-~ 


ties were generally desirable. 


PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT RETAINED.... 


In its final ruling on PR Docket 85-505, 


the Commission said it would continue to re-_ 


quire public announcements fer all examina- 
tions. Since the number of cardidates at any 
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one examination session may be limited, the 
FCC emphasized that the announcement 
should alert the public to any such limitation. 


Thus... if you are holding a private ex- 
amination session... even for a single handi- 
eapped applicant... you must announce in some 
public way (such as on a repeater...) that the 
test will be conducted. The retained 
announcement rule eliminates any "secret" 
tests being given to VE "friends." 


Action by the Commission, September 


16, 1985, by Report and Order. FCC Docket 
85-505. Commissioners Fowler, Chairman, 
Quello, Dawson and Patrick participating. 


Commissioner Rivera not participating. Effec- 
tive date of Order: November 8, 1985 

I had oceasion to speak with the FCC's 
(Washington) Special Service's chief, Raymond 
A. Kowalski, this past week. He said that the 
FCC proposal to turn maintenance of the 
amateur radio operator examination test pool 
over to the various VEC's with test design by 
VE's is still under consideration. "We are still 
working on that one. It won't be coming out 
for a while." 


oemDoape 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 


. issued as of the first of September 1985. 
§Part 97.51 calls for: (1.) FCC to assign 
amateur radio station call signs "on a 
systematie basis" and (2.) The Commission 
shall not grant any request for a specific call 


sign. 


Radio Group "A" "BY is "p" 
District: Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
g NNGQ KEGAB NOGMX KAGVHQ 
1 NBIR KB1UK NIDSL KAINIS 
2 NM2S KD2OT N2FUV KA2ZDH 
3 KX30 KC3TV N3EOG KA30MT 
4 AA4MY KJ4IW N4MRS KB4PPH 
5) NZ5L KF5EQ N5IJU KASWWM 
6 WK6Y KG6XA N6MNP KB6EJIWQ 
7 NQ7L KE7JH N7HMR KA7TWAW 
8 NN8Z KE8AT N8GWS KA8YCZ 
9 NG9G KD9RG N9FJG KAIUBZ 
N. Mariana I. AHGE AHGAC KHGAI WHIAAG 
auam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGP 


W5YI REPORT ccc. cine i 


Radio Group "A" "Bt ncn npn 
District: Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 


TOTAL U.S. AMATEUR CENSUS AS OF 8/30/85 


EXTRA ADVAN. GEN. TECH. NOV. TOTAL 


37793 97759 117189 82867 75972 411580 
9.2% 23.8% 28.5% 20.1% 18.4% 


1 642" PR ao aatanow es 


Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
* ar an 


Hawaii (#*) AH6GH NH6EN WH6BFR Club Stations 2266 
Kure Is. KH7AA Military Rec. 166 : 
Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV R.A.C.ES, 357 ( 


Total Active Stations: 414369 
Total amateur census has increased 2,512 in 
the last 60 days! 


Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
Alaska (#*) AL7HG NL7GO WL7BHW 
Virgin Isl. KP2N KP2AU NP2BL WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IW NP4PO WP4EMB 


. 


oapoape 


JAPANESE AMATEUR RECIPROSITY RULES 


See ee SS ssn 


ry 


(**) All Group "A" Extra-Class call signs have 
been assigned in Alaska and Hawaii. FCC now 
assigning Group "B" format call signs to Extra 
Class in Alaska and Hawaii. 


CSD eae 


AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE STATISTICS.... 


Americans amateurs can now obtain a 
Japanese amateur radio station license, valid 
- for one year, through a rather unusual recip- 
rocal operating arangement that took effect 
during September. 


FCC-Novice Study Guide 


Applications (FCC Form 610's) handled 
by FCC, Gettysburg, PA, for August 1982-85: 


The procedure is as follows: 


(1.) You must submit a power of attorney 
letter allowing JARL (Japan Amateur Radio 
League) president, Shozo Hara, to submit the 
amateur station application in your behalf. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 
12,965 13,409 10,751 10,234 


It is currently taking 19 working days 
(up from 14 days same month last year) for 
Gettysburg to process and mail an amateur 
radio operator license received in good order 
from the VEC. (Add another 2 weeks for the 
610 to go through the VE system.) 


(2.) You need to complete JARL information 
form No. 85-09 available from: JARL, Attn: 
International Section; 1-14-2 Sugamo; 
Soshima-ku, Tokyo 170, Japan. 


This form (which is also available from 
the Tokyo International Amateur Radio Assoc- 
iation - P.O. Box #119, Akasaka, Minato-Ku, 
Tokyo 107, Japan) also requests information 
on the bands, modes and power levels you will 
be using while in Japan. 


The FCC keeps track of all amateur 
licensing activity and completes a monthly 
statistical report. Following are some high- 
lights from the August 1985 amateur radio 
report. 


even though a VEC in all regions 


TIARA is an Japanese ham club made 
up of American members. They hold their Far 
East Net at 01:00Z Sundays on 14.285 MHz. 


Amateurs licensed for first time 1335 
(Ex.-4; Adv.-25; Gen.-55; Tee.-102; Nov.-1149) 
Failed to Renew License (Purged) 2817 
Amateurs that Upgraded 1952 
Amateurs that Requested New Calls 844 43% 


The W5YI Report, 


(3.) Include a photocopy of your FCC ama- 
teur radio license and a photocopy of the 
photograph page of your passport or other 
proof of U.S. citizenship. 


For the current FCC fiseal year (which 
starts October 1, 1984) there have been 16,511 
amateurs licensed for the first time and 10,456 
dropped... a substantial increase! 


(4.) Licenses cost between $50 and $100. An 


international money order payable to the T, 
LICENSED AMATEURS THAT UPGRADED 1985: | JARL for: : 
50-100 watts Fixed Station 19,000 yen i 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG] 10-50 watts Mobile/Portable 13,000 yen > 


1097 1454 1923 1434 2794 2120 2050 1952] 10 watts of less" " y 10,000 yen 


(5.) Station output power is used to classify 
amateur radio stations in Japan. Higher power 
stations are more easily handled after arrival 
in Japan. Separate licenses are required for 
fixed and mobile/portable operation. Station 
inspection by the Ministry of Post and Tele- 
communications is required for stations opera- 
ting above 100 watts. 


(6.) You may only operate equipment listed 
in your application while in Japan. Authoriza- 
tion stickers will be provided by the JARL 
for each piece of equipment listed in your 
application and must be affixed prior to ope- 
ration. 


other equipment is used or you modify your 
address, power limits, operating modes, etc. 


(7.) The same equipment may be used by 
two amateurs at the same location if they 
both include it in separate applications and 
the operator license class of each amateur 
permits operation at the same power limits. 


(8.) Operation in Japan is subject to the 
Radio Laws of Japan and the regulations of 
the Japanese. Ministry of Post and Telecom- 
munications (MPT). An English summary is 
sent with your station license. 


(9.) The application must be sent at least 60 


A Japanese mailing address must be supplied... 
which ean be a hotel or some other temporary 
address. You can also have your license held 
for pickup at the JARL in Tokyo. 


(10.) Under MPT regulations, U.S. amateurs 
have the following privileges in Japan... 


U.S. JAPAN AUTHORIZED... POWER 


Extra 1st Class All Modes/Bands 500 W 
Advanced 2nd Class All Modes/Bands 100 W 
General 2nd Class All Modes/Bands 100 W 


Technic. Telegraph All Modes/Bands 10 W 
Class Except 10 & 14 MHz. 
Limited CW (Al) Mode Only 10 W 
Telegraph on all bands, ~ 

Class Except 10 & 14 MHz. . 


Novice 


(11.) You must return your Japanese t 
the JARL upon expiration. 


WSYI REPORT cece 


Additional paperwork is required if: 


days prior to your planned start of operation. 
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BETROTTING LVINS HEAD T FRICA 

The YASME DX Colvins are at it again! 
I spoke to Iris Colvin, W6QL, this past week- 
end at her home in Richmond, California. She 
told me that she and OM Lloyd, W6KG, are 
leaving for a six month junket of South Africa 
on October Ist. 


eIris and Lloyd will be flying to London 
and from there to Johannesburg. She said that 
she hoped to work the CQ-WW DX Contest 
from there. After the CQ-WW, Iris said she 
would be making a tour of the various coun- 
tries in the southern and eastern part of 
Africa. 


They aren't exactly sure which coun- 
tries they will be operating from yet. Iris did 
acknowledge that she already had a license 
for Transkei (S8). They are working on getting 
licenses for several other southern African 
nations.. Namibia (ZS3), Botswana (A2), 
Angola (D2), Burundi (9U), Lesotho (7P), 
Swaziland (3D6), Zimbabwe (ZE), Malawi (7Q), 
Zambia (9J) and possibly Madagascar (5R) 
among them. The Colvins will be returning to 
the U.S. in April of 1986. 


They will be met at the airport by 
ZS6AF, J. Lieberman, of Johannesburg. Iris 
said she had written to a number of amateurs 
that they had worked in the southern portion 
of Africa to assist in obtaining the required 
licenses. 


The Colvins have operated from Africa 
before. They have been in northern Africa 
"and drove down the west coast but. we have- 
n't been to the south or east African coun- 
tries. We might have time to go to the Congo 
(TN),... Gabon (TR), Guinea (3X) maybe. We 
have recently received word that Madagascar 
(5R) is highly possible." 


They will be taking along a Yaesu 902, 
an Amp Supply LA-1000 linear amplifier and 
an Amp Supply antenna tuner. "I think it will 
be easier than using long wires and dipoles on 
the lower bands," she said. For 10-15-20 they 
are taking a Hy-Gain tri-band beam. "We will 
be taking about 400 pounds of equipment with 
us. In pile-ups it helps to have a good antenna 
and station." 


WSYI REPORT..... 


Radio Group "A"  ‘"B" ncn npn 
District: Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 


Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii (#*) AH6GH NH6EN WH6BFR 
Kure Is, KH7AA 

Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
Alaska (**) AL7HG NL7GO WL7BHW 
Virgin Isl. KP2N KP2AU NP2BL WP2AEM 
Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IW NP4PO WP4EMB 


(**) All Group "A" Extra-Class eall signs have 
been assigned in Alaska and Hawaii. FCC now 
assigning Group "B" format call signs to Extra 


Class in Alaska and Hawaii. 


oap cape 


AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE STATISTICS.... 


Applications (FCC Form 610's) handled 
by FCC, Gettysburg, PA, for August 1982-85: 


1982 1983 1984 1985 
12,965 13,409 10,751 10,234 


It is currently taking 19 working days 
(up from 14 days same month last year) for 
Gettysburg to process and mail an amateur 
radio operator license received in good order 
from the VEC. (Add another 2 weeks for the 
610 to go through the VE system.) 


The FCC keeps track of all amateur 
licensing activity and completes a monthly 
Statistical report. Following are some high- 
lights from the August 1985 amateur radio 
report. 


Amateurs licensed for first time 1335 
(Ex.-4; Adv.-25; Gen.-55; Tec.-102; Nov.-1149) 
Failed to Renew License (Purged) 2817 
Amateurs that Upgraded 1952 
Amateurs that Requested New Calls 844 43% 


For the current FCC fiscal year (which 
starts October 1, 1984) there have been 16,511 
amateurs licensed for the first time and 10,456 
dropped... a substantial increase! 


ICENSED_ AMATEURS THAT UPGRADED 1985: 


JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG 
1097 1454 1923 1434 2794 2120 2050 1952 


‘10 watts of less" " 2 
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EXTRA ADVAN. GEN. TECH. NOV. TOTAL 
37793 97759 117189 82867 75972 411580 
9.2% 23.8% 28.5% 20.1% 18.4% 


Club Stations 2266 

Military Ree. 166 

R.A.C.E.S. 357 
Total Active Stations: 414369 


Total amateur census has inereased 2,512 in 
the last 60 days! 


capo ape 


JAPANESE AMATEUR RECIPROSITY RULES 


Americans amateurs can now obtain a 
Japanese amateur radio station license, valid 


- for one year, through a rather unusual recip- 


roecal operating arangement that took effect 
during September. 


The procedure is as follows: 


(1.) You must submit a power of attorney 
letter allowing JARL (Japan Amateur Radio 
League) president, Shozo Hara, to submit the 
amateur station application in your behalf. 


(2.) You need to complete JARL information 
form No. 85-09 available from: JARL, Attn: 
International Section; 1-14-2 Sugamo; 
Soshima-ku, Tokyo 170, Japan. 


This form (which is also available from 
the Tokyo International Amateur Radio Assoc- 
iation - P.O. Box #119, Akasaka, Minato-Ku, 
Tokyo 107, Japan) also requests information 
on the bands, modes and power levels you will 
be using while in Japan. 


TIARA is an Japanese ham club made 
up of American members. They hold their Far 
East Net at 01:00Z Sundays on 14.285 MHz. 


(3.) Inelude a photocopy of your FCC ama- 
teur radio license and a photocopy of the 
photograph page of your passport or other 
proof of U.S. citizenship. 


(4.) Licenses cost between $50 and $100. An 
international money order payable to the 
JARL for: 

50-100 watts Fixed Station 
10-50 watts Mobile/Portable 


19,000 yen 
13,000 yen 
10,000 yen 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Novice Study Guide 
FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 
license preparation materials as a convenience to 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


YES! 


FAST SERVICE! 
SHIPPED FIRST 


\ 


CLASS SAME DAY! 


WS5YI REPORT ececee 


About dawn, Thursday and Friday, Sep- 
tember 20 and 21, Mexico began to shake. 
Huge skyscrapers filled with people just 
eracked and toppled over. The earthquake, 
worst in Mexican history, measured 7.8 on the 
Ricter scale. 


Water, electric and telephone service 
was disrupted almost instantly! At this point, 
no one has any idea how many are dead. Esti- 
mates are in the thousands! The search for 
survivors goes on. It is a major international 
disaster! 


Texas has a huge hispanic population 
with hundreds... maybe thousands... of rela- 
tives econeerned for their loved ones in Mex- 
ico City. When Dallas-based Mexican Consul 
General, Oliver Farres, was unable to contact 
his Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he turned to 
amateur radio! 


After learning the identity of an ama- 
teur radio operator with international capabil- 
ity, Farres contacted Richardson (Texas) ham, 


Bill Rutherford, NB5L, and established an 


emergency communication system. Rutherford 
has been passing health and welfare traffic 
back and forth to ham stations in Mexico City 
since about 11:00 a.m. on the day of the 
quake. His first contact was with Mexico City 
ham, XE1VIC, Victor Keller. 


I spoke to Rutherford, a 56 year old 
insurance salesman with a ham rig in the kit- 
chen, this past weekend. He tells me that 
they have passed about 1400 messages so far 
and "we will be backlogged for another four 
or five days." He has been handling traffic to 
two or three in the morning and getting up at 
7 a.m! 


There are many Mexican ham stations 
on the air from Mexico City. While Mexico 
City has "about 30%" local telephone service 
now, there is still no long line (international) 
service. Rutherford is primarily dealing 
through XE1L, Luis, XEI1VIC, Victor, and 
XE1AZ, Carlos. 


Bill would send a mesiage to Luis. Luis' 
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wife would try to dial the recipient locally 
and relay back a report to Bill. All bands are 
being used. "It seems to follow the sun... 20, 
to 40 to 75 meters. We work 20 meters all 
day." 


The State Department has set up a “hot 
line" for callers to receive information about 
U.S. citizens living in or visiting Mexico but, 
reportedly, the task force is overworked and 
inefficient. Many users get frustrated and 
turn to ham radio. 


Many local Dallas broadeasters have 
come to Bill's ham shack. Rutherford said he 
informed them right off that they could not 
do any news gathering through his station. His 
activities have been written up in every 
newspaper! "They had to pick on somebody, I 
guess. Many, many hams are involved in this 
from all over." 


Bill said that there is so much traffic 
coming out of Mexico right now that they are 
having difficulty getting traffic in. The air- 
waves are jammed! "We are letting them run 
the show," Rutherford said. "We are in daily 
contact with the Mexican Consulate." 


A twenty meter news report is given on 
14.300 MHz by the news media in Mexico 
working with XE1L, Luis Chartarifsky. Mexi- 
can broadeasters come to Luis' station at 
1700Z and 2200Z and a news earthquake sta- 
tus bulletin is issued to the world on amateur 
frequencies. 


N5JB, John Barber of neighboring Allen, 
Texas, is busy handling Baylor Medical Center 
traffic with "sister hospital" American-British 
Cadre Hospital in Mexico. City. Their medical 
needs and medicines are being handled via 
amateur radio. 


0D ope 


TRAGEDY STRIKES HAM PILOT.... 


Steve Stronezek, WA9IDZ, of LaPorte, 
Indiana, was badly injured in a plane crash he 
was piloting in Colombia, South America, on 
June 14th. His employer, Jack Kellums, opera- 
tor of Lake Air Corporation and manager of 
Michigan City Municipal Airport was killed. 
Their firm had repaired the aircraft and they 
were ferrying it back to its owner. 


(5.) Station output power is used to classify 
amateur radio stations in Japan. Higher power 
stations are more easily handled after arrival 
in Japan. Separate licenses are required for 
fixed and mobile/portable operation. Station 
inspection by the Ministry of Post and Tele- 
communications is required for stations opera- 
ting above 100 watts. 


(6.) You may only operate equipment listed 
in your application while in Japan. Authoriza- 
tion stickers will be provided by the JARL 
for each piece of equipment listed in your 
application and must be affixed prior to ope- 
ration. 


Additional paperwork is 
other equipment is used or you modify your 
address, power limits, operating modes, etc. 


(7.) The same equipment may be used by 
two amateurs at the same location if they 
both include it in separate applications and 
the operator license class of each amateur 
permits operation at the same power limits. 


(8.) Operation in Japan is subject to the 
Radio Laws of Japan and the regulations of 
the Japanese. Ministry of Post and Telecom- 
munications (MPT). An English summary is 
sent with your station license. 


(9.) The application must be sent at least 60 


A Japanese mailing address must be supplied... 
which can be a hotel or some other temporary 
address. You can also have your license held 
for pickup at the JARL in Tokyo. 


(10.) Under MPT regulations, U.S. amateurs 
have the following privileges in Japan... 


U.S. JAPAN AUTHORIZED... POWER 
Extra 1st Class All Modes/Bands 500 W 
Advanced 2nd Class All Modes/Bands 100 W 
General 2nd Class All Modes/Bands 100 W 
-Technic. Telegraph All Modes/Bands 10 W 


Class Except 10 & 14 MHz. 
Limited CW (Al) Mode Only 10 W 
Telegraph on all bands, © 

Class Except 10 & 14 MHz. 


Novice 


(11.) You must return your Japanese to 
the JARL upon expiration. 


W5YI REPORT..... 


required if: 


days prior to your planned start of operation. — 
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BETROTTING LVINS HEAD TO AFRICA 


The YASME DX Colvins are at it again! 
I spoke to Iris Colvin, W6QL, this past week- 
end at her home in Richmond, California. She 
told me that she and OM Lloyd, W6KG, are 
leaving for a six month junket of South Africa 
on October lst. 


eIris and Lloyd will be flying to London 
and from there to Johannesburg. She said that 
she hoped to work the CQ-WW DX Contest 
from there. After the CQ-WW, Iris said she 
would be making a tour of the various coun- 
tries in the southern and eastern part of 
Africa. 


They aren't exactly sure which coun- 
tries they will be operating from yet. Iris did 
acknowledge that she already had a license 
for Transkei (S8). They are working on getting 
licenses for several other southern African 
nations.. Namibia (ZS3), Botswana (A2), 
Angola (D2), Burundi (9U), Lesotho (7P), 
Swaziland (3D6), Zimbabwe (ZE), Malawi (7Q), 
Zambia (9J) and possibly Madagascar (5R) 
among them. The Colvins will be returning to 
the U.S. in April of 1986. 


They will be met at the airport by 
ZS6AF, J. Lieberman, of Johannesburg. Iris 
said she had written to a number of amateurs 
that they had worked in the southern portion 
of Africa to assist in obtaining the required 
licenses. 


The Colvins have operated from Africa 
before. They have been in northern Africa 
“and drove down the west coast but we have- 
n't been to the south or east African coun- 
tries. We might have time to go to the Congo 
(TN),... Gabon (TR), Guinea (3X) maybe. We 
have recently received word that Madagascar 
(5R) is highly possible." 


They will be taking along a Yaesu 902, 
an Amp Supply LA-1000 linear amplifier and 
an Amp Supply antenna tuner. "I think it will 
be easier than using long wires and dipoles on 
the lower bands," she said. For 10-15-20 they 
are taking a Hy-Gain tri-band beam. "We will 
be taking about 400 pounds of equipment with 
us. In pile-ups it helps to have a good antenna 
and station." 


WS5SYI REPORT eecee 


Iris said she had no idea how many 
countries they had operated from. A milestone 
for DXers is contacting 100 different coun- 
tries. The Colvins have operated stations from 
over a hundred! 


; At Dayton a couple of years ago, I 
asked Lloyd how he could afford all these 
international trips. They have been all over 
the world and show no sign of letting up. Now 
retired, he said that he had "made a little 
money" in contracting and real estate. 


ON LONG TIME HAM RADIO PUBLICATION 


"73 for Radio Amateurs" celebrates its 
25th anniversary with the publication of the 
October 1985 issue. In celebration of this rare 
achievement (less than one in a hundred ‘mag- 
azines last ten years... much less 25), the 73 
staff has awarded 25 "Silver Eagle" awards to 
those judged by the staff to have made the 
most contributions to the magazine since its 
inception. The "Silver Eagle" is a chrome 
plated microphone manufactured by the Asta- 
tie Corporation. 


"73" also thanked subscribers by pre- 
senting a randomly drawn subscriber's name 
from each of the 50 states plus overseas with 
_a two volume set of the Radio Amateurs Call- 
book. "73" was founded by publishing and 
amateur radio entrepreneur, Wayne Green, 
W2NSD/1, in Brooklyn, New York, in October 
1960. 


Strangely, Green was not one of the 
"Silver Eagle" recipients although the issue 
was dedicated to him. Green sold the maga- 
zine to CW Communications in 1983 and con- 
tinues as its only non-computer publication. 


By the way, the Radio Amateurs Call- 


book will have a new look for 1986! The pre- 
vious United States version now becomes the 
North American Edition. Listed will be every 
amateur in the United States, U.S. possessions, 
Canada, Mexico, Central America, the Carib- 
bean and Greenland! The International Edition 
will list everyone else. 


A single updated supplement will be 
published in June 1986... instead of six. This 


-ineluded 
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new format will allow supplement sales 
through ham dealers. Previously three supple- 
ments per year per callbook were issued. The 
new versions get published in December. The 
Callbook has been published for some sixty- 
four years.... almost as old as amateur radio 
itself! oy 


MATEUR GOINGS-ON IN _CANADA.... 


A new amateur radio class may be com- 
ing to Canada! Citing lack of amateur radio 
growth, the Canadian Radio Relay League, 
has set up a committee to investigate possible 
solutions including a new "Basie Level" 
license that would attract new amateurs. 
Canada does not now have a "Novice" ticket. 


Rumors are that the. Department of 
Communications (the Canadian equivalent of 
our FCC) is also concerned and will suggest a 
new entry level license at the CRRL '85 Con- 
vention to be held this week when they pre- 
sent their long-awaited proposals on "Restruc- 
turing of the Canadian Amateur Service." 


Manitoba (Canada) amateurs can use the 
special prefix CH4 for the month beginning 
October 16 commemorating the 100th Anni- 
versary of the death of Louis Riel, a Canad- 
ian patriot who was hanged in the cause of 
preserving a French Canadian identity. 


eTidbit from the DX Bulletin! There is a 
sign in English hanging over the Peoples Re- 
public of China BY4AA ham station in Shang- 
hai stating that radio contacts with Israel, 
South Korea and South Africa are prohibited. 
Evidently contacts are made, however, since 
QSL's are issued with 4X4 made out to LX4 
so Israeli hams can still get a confirmation by. 
crossing the L into a 4! 


@Prompted by our recent item on Marlon 
Brando, Mickey McDaniel, W6FGE, wrote us 
that the famous movie actor, writer, director, 
John Huston was a ham. There is a picture of 
John as a teen ager operating a spark gap rig 
in his autobiography, "An Open 
Book." Call letters (if he even had them) were 
not stated. Mickey said his call books only go 
back to 1927 and Huston was born in 1906. 
Does anyone have any information on John 
Huston's hamming activities... or his call sign? 


-50 postage 


$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


als contain all ques- 
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applicants and VE's. All mat 


answers and discussion why answer is right! 
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CLASS SAME DAY! 


SHIPPED FIRST 


[W5YI REPORT..... 
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About dawn, Thursday and Friday, Sep- 
tember 20 and 21, Mexico began to shake. 


Huge skyscrapers filled with people just 
eracked and toppled over. The earthquake, 
worst in Mexican history, measured 7.8 on the 
Ricter seale. 


Water, electric and telephone service 
was disrupted almost instantly! At this point, 
no one has any idea how many are dead. Esti- 
mates are in the thousands! The search for 
survivors goes on. It is a major international 
disaster! 


Texas has a huge hispanic population 
with hundreds... maybe thousands... of rela- 
tives concerned for their loved ones in Mex- 
ico City. When Dallas-based Mexican Consul 
General, Oliver Farres, was unable to contact 
his Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he turned to 
amateur radio! 


After learning the identity of an ama- 
teur radio operator with international capabil- 
ity, Farres contacted Richardson (Texas) ham, 
Bill Rutherford, NB5L, and established an 
emergency communication system. Rutherford 
has been passing health and welfare traffic 
back and forth to ham stations in Mexico City 
since about 11:00 a.m. on the day of the 
quake. His first contact was with Mexico City 
ham, XE1VIC, Victor Keller. 


I spoke to Rutherford, a 56 year old 
insurance salesman with a ham rig in the kit- 
chen, this past weekend. He tells me that 
they have passed about 1400 messages so far 
and "we will be backlogged for another four 
or five days." He has been handling traffic to 
two or three in the morning and getting up at 
7 a.m! 


There are many Mexican ham stations 
on the air from Mexico City. While Mexico 
City has "about 30%" local telephone service 
now, there is still no long line (international) 
service. Rutherford is primarily dealing 
through XE1L, Luis, XEIVIC, Vietor, and 
XE1AZ, Carlos. 


Bill would send a message to Luis. Luis' 


wife would try to dial the recipient locally 
and relay back a report to Bill. All bands are 
being used. "It seems to follow the sun... 20, 
to 40 to 75 meters. We work 20 meters all 
day." 


The State Department has set up a "hot 
line" for callers to receive information about 
U.S. citizens living in or visiting Mexico but, 
reportedly, the task force is overworked and 
inefficient. Many users get frustrated and 
turn to ham radio. 


Many local Dallas broadcasters have 
come to Bill's ham shack. Rutherford said he 
informed them right off that they could not 
do any news gathering through his station. His 
activities have been written up in every 
newspaper! "They had to pick on somebody, I 
guess. Many, many hams are involved in this 
from all over." 


Bill said that there is so much traffic 
coming out of Mexico right now that they are 
having difficulty getting traffic in. The air- 
waves are jammed! "We are letting them run 
the show," Rutherford said. "We are in daily 
contact with the Mexican Consulate." 


A twenty meter news report is given on 
14.300 MHz by the news media in Mexico 
working with XE1L, Luis Chartarifsky. Mexi- 
can broadcasters come to Luis' station at 
1700Z and 2200Z and a news earthquake sta- 
tus bulletin is issued to the world on amateur 
frequencies. 


N5JB, John Barber of neighboring Allen, 
Texas, is busy handling Baylor Medical Center 
traffic with "sister hospital" American-British 
Cadre Hospital in Mexico.City. Their medical 
needs and medicines are being handled via 
amateur radio. 


eae 


Steve Stronezek, WA9IDZ, of LaPorte, 
Indiana, was badly injured in a plane crash he 
was piloting in Colombia, South America, on 
June 14th. His employer, Jack Kellums, opera- 
tor of Lake Air Corporation and manager of 
Michigan City Municipal Airport was killed. 
Their firm had repaired the aircraft and they 
were ferrying it back to its owner. 


Iris said she had no idea how many 
countries they had operated from. A milestone 
for DXers is contacting 100 different coun- 
tries. The Colvins have operated stations from 
over a hundred! 


At Dayton a couple of years ago, I 
asked Lloyd how he could afford all these 
international trips. They have been all over 
the world and show no sign of letting up. Now 
retired, he said that he had "made a little 
money" in contracting and real estate. 


OGD Cape 


ON LONG TIME HAM_RADIO_ PUBLICATIONS 


"73 for Radio Amateurs" celebrates its 
25th anniversary with the publication of the 
October 1985 issue. In celebration of this rare 
achievement (less than one in a hundred mag- 
azines last ten years... much less 25), the 73 
staff has awarded 25 "Silver Eagle" awards to 
those judged by the staff to have made the 
most contributions to the magazine since its 
inception. The "Silver Eagle" is a chrome 
plated microphone manufactured by the Asta- 
tie Corporation. 


"73" also thanked subscribers by pre- 
senting a randomly drawn subscriber's name 
from each of the 50 states plus overseas with 
a two volume set of the Radio Amateurs Call- 
book. "73" was founded by publishing and 
amateur radio entrepreneur, Wayne Green, 
W2NSD/1, in Brooklyn, New York, in October 
1960. 


Strangely, Green was not one of the 
"Silver Eagle" recipients although the issue 
was dedicated to him. Green sold the maga- 
zine to CW Communications in 1983 and con- 
tinues as its only non-computer publication. 


By the way, the Radio Amateurs Call- 
book will have a new look for 1986! The pre- 
vious United States version now becomes the 
North American Edition. Listed will be every 
amateur in the United States, U.S. possessions, 
Canada, Mexico, Central America, the Carib- 
bean and Greenland! The International Edition 
will list everyone else. i 


A single updated supplement will be 
published in June 1986... instead of six. This 
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new format will allow supplement sales 
through ham dealers. Previously three supple- 
ments per year per callbook were issued. The 
new versions get published in December. The 
Callbook has been published for some sixty- 
four years.... almost as old as amateur radio 
itself! 


op Be 


AMATEUR GOINGS-ON IN CANADA.... 


A new amateur radio class may be com- 
ing to Canada! Citing lack of amateur radio 
growth, the Canadian Radio Relay League, 
has set up a committee to investigate possible 
solutions including a new "Basie Level" 
license that would attract new amateurs. 
Canada does not now have a "Novice" ticket. 


Rumors are that the. Department of 
Communications (the Canadian equivalent of 
our FCC) is also concerned and will suggest a 
new entry level license at the CRRL '85 Con- 
vention to be held this week when they pre- 
sent their long-awaited proposals on "Restruc- 
turing of the Canadian Amateur Service." 


Manitoba (Canada) amateurs can use the 
special prefix CH4 for the month beginning 
October 16 commemorating the 100th Anni- 
versary of the death of Louis Riel, a Canad- 
ian patriot who was hanged in the cause of 
preserving a French Canadian identity. 


eTidbit from the DX Bulletin! There is a 
sign in English hanging over the Peoples Re- 
public of China BY4AA ham station in Shang- 
hai stating that radio contacts with Israel, 
South Korea and South Africa are prohibited. 
Evidently contacts are made, however, since 
QSL's are issued with 4X4 made out to LX4 
so Israeli hams ean still get a confirmation by. 
crossing the L into a 4! 


@Prompted by our recent item on Marlon 
Brando, Mickey McDaniel, W6FGE, wrote us 
that the famous movie actor, writer, director, 
John Huston was a ham. There is a picture of 
John as a teen ager operating a spark gap rig 
in his autobiography, "An Open 
Book." Call letters (if he even had them) were 
not stated. Mickey said his call books only go 


-baeck to 1927 and Huston was born in 1906. 


Does anyone have any information on John 
Huston's hamming activities... or his call sign? 
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Extra 


Radio Group 
District: 


npn ncn mp" 
Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 


TOTAL U.S, AMATEUR CENSUS AS OF 8/30/85 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


EXTRA ADVAN. GEN. TECH. NOV. TOTAL 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH38AAC ] 37793 97759 117189 82867 75972 411580 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF f 9.2% 23.8% 28.5% 20.1% 18.4% 
Hawaii (**) AH6GH NH6EN WH6BFR Club Stations 2266 
Kure Is, KH7AA Military Ree. 166 
Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV R.A.C.E.S. 357 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9SAC KH9AB WH9AAE Total Active Stations: 414369 
Alaska (**) AL7HG NL7GO WL7BHW | Total amateur census has increased 2,512 in 
Virgin Isl. KP2N KP2AU NP2BL WP2AEM Jf the last 60 days! 
Puerto Rico WP4N KP4IW NP4PO WP4EMB ister 


JAPANESE AMATEUR RECIPROSITY RULES 


Se eS eS ee ESS SS SSS SS Ee 


(**) All Group "A" Extra-Class call signs have 
been assigned in Alaska and Hawaii. 
assigning Group "B" format call signs to Extra 
Class in Alaska and Hawaii. 


capo ape 


AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE STATISTICS.... 


Americans amateurs can now obtain a 
Japanese amateur radio station license, valid 
- for one year, through a rather unusual recip- 
rocal operating arangement that took effect 
during September. 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


Applications (FCC Form 610's) handled 
by FCC, Gettysburg, PA, for August 1982-85: 


The procedure is as follows: 


(1.) You must submit a power of attorney 
letter allowing JARL (Japan Amateur Radio 
League) president, Shozo Hara, to submit the 
amateur station application in your behalf. 


1982 
12,965 


1983 
13,409 


1984 
10,751 


1985 
10,234 


hy answer is right! 


It is currently taking 19 working days 
(up from 14 days same month last year) for 
Gettysburg to process and mail an amateur 
radio operator license received in good order 
from the VEC. (Add another 2 weeks for the 
610 to go through the VE system.) 


(2.) You need to complete JARL information 
form No. 85-09 available from: JARL, Attn: 
International Section; 1-14-2 Sugamo; 
Soshima-ku, Tokyo 170, Japan. 


This form (which is also available from 
the Tokyo International Amateur Radio Assoc- 
iation - P.O. Box #119, Akasaka, Minato-Ku, 
Tokyo 107, Japan) also requests information 
on the bands, modes and power levels you will 
be using while in Japan. 


The FCC keeps track of all amateur 
licensing activity and completes a monthly 
Statistical report. Following are some high- 
lights from the August 1985 amateur radio 
report. 


s. All materials contain all ques- 


Amateurs licensed for first time 1335 
(Ex.-4; Adv.-25; Gen.-55; Tec.-102; Nov.-1149) 
Failed to Renew License (Purged) 2817 
Amateurs that Upgraded 1952 
Amateurs that Requested New Calls 844 43% 


TIARA is an Japanese ham club made 
up of American members. They hold their Far 
East Net at 01:00Z Sundays on 14.285 MHz. 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! FCC-Novice Study Guide 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 
tions, answers and discussion w 


applicants and VE' 


(3.) Include a photocopy of your FCC ama- 
teur radio license and a photocopy of the 


For the current FCC fiscal year (which} photograph page of your passport or other a 
starts October 1, 1984) there have been 16,511] proof of U.S. citizenship. er ee 
amateurs licensed for the first time and 10,456 O & = 
dropped... a substantial increase! (4.) Licenses cost between $50 and $100. An [| ° = ee = 

international money order payable to the on me 
LICENSED AMATEURS THAT UPGRADED 1985: | JARL for: a = = 
50-100 watts Fixed Station 19,000 yen WW) a8 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG] 10-50 watts Mobile/Portable 13,000 yen ~ a = < 
1097 1454 1923 1434 2794 2120 2050 1952] 10 watts of less" "  " 10,000 yen faa © 


Page #7 


October 1, 1985 


WS5YI REPORT..... 


QUAKE-BATTERED MEXICO Cf 
AMATEUR RADIO 


wife would try to dial the recipient locally 
and relay back a report to Bill. All bands are 
being used. "It seems to follow the sun... 20, 
to 40 to 75 meters. We work 20 meters all 
day." 


About dawn, Thursday and Friday, Sep- 
tember 20 and 21, Mexico began to shake. 
Huge skyscrapers filled with people just 


eracked and toppled over. The earthquake, The State Department has set up a "hot 


worst in Mexican history, measured 7.8 on the | line” for callers to receive information about 
Ricter seale. U.S. citizens living in or visiting Mexico but, 
reportedly, the task force is overworked and 
Water, electric and telephone service | inefficient. Many users get ‘frustrated and 
was disrupted almost instantly! At this point, | turn to ham radio. 
no one has any idea how many are dead. Esti- ; 
mates are in the thousands! The search for Many local Dallas broadcasters have 
survivors goes on. It is a major international | come to Bill's ham shack. Rutherford said he 
disaster! informed them right off that they could not 
do any news gathering through his station. His 
Texas has a huge hispanic population activities have been written up in every 
with hundreds... maybe thousands... of rela- | newspaper! "They had to pick on somebody, I 
tives concerned for their loved ones in Mex- | guess. Many, many hams are involved in this 


ico City. When Dallas-based Mexican Consul from all over." 
General, Oliver Farres, was unable to contact 
his Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he turned to 


amateur radio! 


Bill said that there is so much traffic 
coming out of Mexico right now that they are 
having difficulty getting traffic in. The air- 
waves are jammed! "We are letting them run 
the show," Rutherford said. "We are in daily 
eontaet with the Mexican Consulate." 


After learning the identity of an ama- 
teur radio operator with international capabil- 
ity, Farres contacted Richardson (Texas) ham, 
Bill Rutherford, NB5L, and established an 
emergency communication system. Rutherford 
has been passing health and welfare traffic 
back and forth to ham stations in Mexico City 
since about 11:00 a.m. on the day of the 
quake. His first contact was with Mexico City 
ham, XE1VIC, Victor Keller. 


A twenty meter news report is given on 
14.300 MHz by the news media in Mexico 
working with XE1L, Luis Chartarifsky. Mexi- 
ean broadeasters come to Luis' station at 
1700Z and 2200Z and a news earthquake sta- 
tus bulletin is issued to the world on amateur 
frequencies. 

I spoke to Rutherford, a 56 year old 
insurance salesman with a ham rig in the kit- 
chen, this past weekend. He tells me that 
they have passed about 1400 messages so far 
and "we will be backlogged for another four 
or five days." He has been handling traffic to 
two or three in the morning and getting up at 
7 a.m! 


N5JB, John Barber of neighboring Allen, 
Texas, is busy handling Baylor Medical Center 
traffie with "sister hospital" American-British 
Cadre Hospital in Mexico. City. Their medical 
needs and medicines are being handled via 
amateur radio. 


oepeoape 


There are many Mexican ham stations 
on the air from Mexico City. While Mexico 
City has "about 30%" local telephone service 
now, there is still no long line (international) 
service. Rutherford is primarily dealing 
through XE1L, Luis, XEI1VIC, Vietor, and 
XE1AZ, Carlos. 


Steve Stronezek, WA9IDZ, of LaPorte, 
Indiana, was badly injured in a plane crash he 
was piloting in Colombia, South America, on 
June 14th. His employer, Jack Kellums, opera- 
tor of Lake Air Corporation and manager of 
Michigan City Municipal Airport was killed. 
Their firm had repaired the aircraft and they 


Bill would send a message to Luis. Luis' | were ferrying it back to its owner. 


Getting Steve back home was no small 
task! Steve's parents mortaged their home and 
wired $10,000 to Florida. A Lear Jet air am- 
bulanee and a doctor was dispatched to Santa 
Marta, Colombia. Steve arrived back in the 
U.S. on July 27th... more than a month after 
the erash. He was not in good shape. 


- The Stronezek's had earlier sent $4,000 
to the U.S. Consulate in Barranquilla, Colom- 
bia. That money was to go to a private clinic 
in Santa Marta where Steve was being treat- 
ed. Mrs. Stronezek said she was told that 
when that money was gone, the medical care 
would stop. 


Steve's leg had to be amputated be- 
cause of gangrene. The other leg was crushed. 
He has crushed ribs, a punctured lung, a brain 
econeussion and injured arms. Anne Stronezek 
said she and her husband received word of the 
erash from Chicago ham operator, Robert 
Cooley, WB9BPC. 


The medical bills go on and on! There is 
no insurance or income and Steve's wife is 
expecting a child. His other leg is "stable" but 
he will need extensive surgery to fuse the 
bones. A prosthesis is also required so Steve 
can walk again. He is having difficulty coping 
with the death of Kellums. 


A fund has been set up to help with the 
bills... 
zens Bank; Westville, Indiana 46391. 
(Thanx to Joe Schroeder, W9JUV, for info.) 


ope ame 


FCC SUED OVER CHANGE IN HAM POWER... 


The "AM Press/Exchange" - the only 
ham publication devoted to Amplitude Modula- 
tion - reports that "The AM power reduction 
appeal of FCC Docket 82-624 is scheduled for 
final oral arguments at the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in Washington, D.C., at 9:30 a.m. on 
September 27th." This court is one step below 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


The AMers are upset over the 1983 
FCC decision to change the power measure- 
ment standard in the Amateur Service from 
1000 watts input to 1500 watts PEP output. 
Per FCC 83-345, amateurs operating in the 
AM-DSB mode are allowed to use the old 
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input power standard until June 1, 1990, after 
which they must adopt the newer 1500 watt 
PEP output standard. AM'ers claim that this 
is a loss of privileges since it will result in a 
net lower power level. 


Glenn Baxter, KIMAN, of Belgrade, ME, 
- a registered professional engineer - will 
argue the ease before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. This AM legal proceeding has been 
going on for over a year now. The AMers are 
"looking for a victory over unfair and arbi- 
trary action by those entrusted with responsi- 
bility in amateur matters." According to the 
ARRL, only 1% of licensed amateurs use the 
AM mode. 


eed 


U.S, OTH WOODPECKER SET TO TRANSMIT 


Be on the lookout for the U.S. version 
of the Russian "woodpecker" from the Air 
Foree's new Over-The-Horizon (OTH) site near 
Bangor, Maine. It is all set to be tested. Lis- 
ten for loud buzz-chirps with bandwidths of 5, 
10, 20 or 40 kHz. 


When the bandwidth is 5 or 10 kHz, the. 
waveform repetition rate should be 10 to 20. 
per second; when it is 20 or 40 kHz, the rate 
should be from 20 to 60 per second. The 
sound should be similar to power-line noise. 


Although the operating frequency is 
from 6.7 to 22 MHz, the Air Force has prom- 
ised not to transmit in the amateur bands. 
Notify the FCC if you feel the American OTH 
radar is interfering with the ham bands. 


OTH radar antennas concentrate nearly 
all of their energy in the forward direction. 
In the case of the Bangor, Maine, facility, the 
antenna is directed towards the North Atlan- 
tic... away from all land masses. The purpose 
of the CONUS OTHB (Continental U.S. Over- 
The-Horizon Backscatter) system is to give 
early warning of bomber attack via the north- 
east approaches to Canada and the U.S. 


Over-the-horizon radars use the ionos- 
phere to see around the curvature of the 
earth by bouncing their signal down off of the 
ionosphere. A computer automatically selects 
the best frequency based on propagation con- 
siderations. 


. My age is at least 18 years old. 


r distributing amateur raqio equipment or 


g, preparing o 


in 
license preparation materials 


in mak 


jis. 


for $1.00. Details and accredi- 
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BROADCAST _USE OF THE HAM BANDS.... 


Can broadeasters use the ham bands to 
pass what appears to be business communica- 
tions during a national or international crises? 
There seems to be a wide difference of opin- 
ion on that one! 


Major broadeast networks were passing 
what appeared to be newsgathering and com- 
mercial traffic during the recent earthquake 
erises in Mexico on the ham bands. Obviously 
they thought it was proper. I called Roy Neal, 
K6DUE, of NBC News to get his views... 


K6DUE "It is legal because there is no com- 
mercial means of communication available. 
That was the new ruling as of about six 
weeks ago. When there is no commercial com- 
munications available, amateurs are permitted 
to handle traffic back and forth." 


W5YI "Even for ordering parts for satellite 
dishes?" 
K6DUE "If it is the only way it ean be han- 


died, then the answer is 'yes'. We have this 
not only from the FCC but we have had the 
attorneys of all three networks check it out 
very carefully. First of all the amateur bands 
ean be used for news gathering per se. It's a 
new ruling about six or eight weeks ago." | 
W5YI "I did not know that." 

K6DUE "I am giving you an interpretation 
from the lawyers of NBC and the FCC. This 
is the interpretation on which we (NBC) have 
been operating which says (#1) amateur sta- 
tions can be used for news gathering per se 
(#2) when commercial facilities are not avail- 
able for communications in times of disaster, 
communications of the business type necessary 
to get out the news can be handled by ama- 
teur stations. This is the way that the law 
was interpreted for us. I suggest that you 
eheeck with the FCC and the legal department 
of NBC in New York from which the interpre- 
tation came... or any of the other networks 
for that matter. ...the AP, the UPI and Time 
magazine are all doing it." 

W5YI "I was not aware of this interpretation." 
K6DUE "The interpretation came from the 
networks after the FCC made its initial rul- 
ing... not only the networks... all of the var- 
ious communications agencies. Their attorneys 
went to work with the FCC and... came up 
with this interpretation. This was then put 


them is, yes. 


out by the networks for our guidance. Don't 
quote me as an authority on the law. I am not 
an attorney... I am a practicing ham operator 
who is also an official of NBC News. What I 
have told you is what the networks have told 
us for our guidance," 

W5YI "Are all of the network participants 
using ham spectrum actually amateur radio 
operators?" 

K6DUE "Yes, as far as I know every one of 
There are, I might add, several 
hundred amateurs that work for the various 
broadeasting companies. I know of no non- 
amateurs that have been on the air." 

W5YI "I question the obvious passing of com- 
mercial and business traffic and what appears 
to be news gathering." 

K6DUE "Both of which are condoned because 
there are no commercial facilities available. 
Think of it this way, if you will. If you have 
no way of getting any information to or from 
your people in the field... how in the world do 
you think we get people in or out? We use 
commercial communications whereever and 
whenever possible. We now have our own 
ground station operating in Mexico City. It 
required a great deal of set up... of advance 
information so that this station could be set: 
up there to provide commercial communica- 
tions for our people." 


"lt was suggested by some of our execu- 
tives that we should send an amateur station 
with a ham operator in advance of the ground 
station to provide some communications until 
they get set up. I told them ‘you can't do 
that.!. They are not licensed to operate in 
Mexico. Then the executives in our meeting 
said I don't think the Mexican government 
would take issue with this. It is for a good 
cause.' The answer came back...'Oh, yes they 
would. We have no jurisdiction with that 
country... nor would such a station be recip- 
rocally licensed. You can't do it.' And so they 
didn't. I bring this up only to show you how 
carefully these decisions are made. No ama- 
teur in his right mind is going to risk losing 
his license to go for something like this. We 
used Mexican amateurs licensed to operate in 
Mexico. They were not network employees... 
they simply took messages for the networks 
and for all of the other media. They have 
been told that it is OK by the various news 
gathering organizations based on the fact that 


Getting Steve back home was no small 
task! Steve's parents mortaged their home and 
wired $10,000 to Florida. A Lear Jet air am- 
bulance and a doctor was dispatched to Santa 
Marta, Colombia. Steve arrived back in the 
U.S. on July 27th... more than a month after 
the crash. He was not in good shape. 


. The Stronezek's had earlier sent $4,000 
to the U.S. Consulate in Barranquilla, Colom- 
bia. That money was to go to a private clinic 
in Santa Marta where Steve was being treat- 
ed. Mrs. Stronezek said she was told that 
when that money was gone, the medical care 
would stop. 


Steve's leg had to be amputated be- 
cause of gangrene. The other leg was crushed. 
He has crushed ribs, a punctured lung, a brain 
eonecussion and injured arms. Anne Stronezek 
said she and her husband received word of the 
erash from Chicago ham operator, Robert 
Cooley, WB9BPC. 


The medical bills go on and on! There is 
no insurance or income and Steve's wife is 
expecting a child. His other leg is "stable" but 
he will need extensive surgery to fuse the 
bones. A prosthesis is also required so Steve 
can walk again. He is having difficulty coping 
with the death of Kellums. 


A fund has been set up to help with the 


zens Bank; Westville, Indiana 46391. 
(Thanx to Joe Schroeder, W9JUV, for info.) 
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FCC SUED OVER CHANGE IN HAM POWER... 


The "AM Press/Exchange" - the only 
ham publication devoted to Amplitude Modula- 
tion - reports that "The AM power reduction 
appeal of FCC Docket 82-624 is scheduled for 
final oral arguments at the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in Washington, D.C., at 9:30 a.m. on 
September 27th." This court is one step below 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


The AMers are upset over the 1983 
FCC decision to change the power measure- 
ment standard in the Amateur Service from 
1000 watts input to 1500 watts PEP output. 
Per FCC 83-345, amateurs operating in the 
AM-DSB mode are allowed to use the old 
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input power standard until June 1, 1990, after 
which they must adopt the newer 1500 watt 
PEP output standard. AM('ers claim that this 
is a loss of privileges since it will result in a 
net lower power level. 


Glenn Baxter, KIMAN, of Belgrade, ME, 
- a registered professional engineer - will 
argue the case before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. This AM legal proceeding has been 
going on for over a year now. The AMers are 
"looking for a victory over unfair and arbi- 
trary action by those entrusted with responsi- 
bility in amateur matters." According to the 
ARRL, only 1% of licensed amateurs use the 
AM mode. 


oD oape 


U.S, OTH WOODPECKER SET TO TRANSMIT 


Be on the lookout for the U.S. version 
of the Russian "woodpecker" from the Air 
Force's new Over-The-Horizon (OTH) site near 
Bangor, Maine. It is all set to be tested. Lis- 
ten for loud buzz-chirps with bandwidths of 5, 
10, 20 or 40 kHz. 


When the bandwidth is 5 or 10 kHz, the. 
waveform repetition rate should be 10 to 20. 


per second; when it is 20 or 40 kHz, the rate 
should be from 20 to 60 per second. The 
sound should be similar to power-line noise. 


Although the operating frequency is 
from 6.7 to 22 MHz, the Air Force has prom- 
ised not to transmit in the amateur bands. 
Notify the FCC if you feel the American OTH 
radar is interfering with the ham bands. 


OTH radar antennas concentrate nearly 
all of their energy in the forward direction. 
In the case of the Bangor, Maine, facility, the 
antenna is directed towards the North Atlan- 
tic... away from all land masses. The purpose 
of the CONUS OTHB (Continental U.S. Over- 
The-Horizon Backseatter) system is to give 
early warning of bomber attack via the north- 
east approaches to Canada and the U.S. 


Over-the-horizon radars use the ionos- 
phere to see around the curvature of the 
earth by bouncing their signal down off of the 
ionosphere. A computer automatically selects 
the best frequency based on propagation con- 
siderations. . 


We do not get any in- 


come from this and would appreciate it if you would publish our small classified 


The W5YI Report appears on 
ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 


QUOTE FROM "THE W5YI REPORT?" 


This is, of course, allowed without limitation. 
many computer bulletin boards and in club newsletters. 


DO YOU EXCERPT OR 
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evidence that an applicant who waited 30 
days between tests would be better prepared 
for the next test that applicants that waited 
a shorted period." 


Responding to comments that the Volun- 
teer Examiner Coordinators (VEC's) would be 
burdened by eliminating the waiting period, 
the Commission noted that "VEC's are not 
obligated to give examinations on demand or 
in any way alter their present procedures." 


The FCC said "VEC's are already re- 
quired to maximize the number of different 
exams in use and to change the questions used 
frequently." In our own particular VEC ease, 
we always send multiple test versions of the 
same element and never know which test is 
being administered by our Volunteer Exami- 
ners. Sometimes only one test is used for 
everyone... other times all tests are used. The 
VE makes the decision. 


The only restriction that our own pro- 
gram will employ is that an applicant may not 
retake a failed examination on the same day. 


The original FCC NPRM also proposed 
to require public notice only for test sessions 
intended for five or more applicants. Except 
for the Novice Class, the rules require that a 
VE publicly announce his intention to hold an 
amateur radio operator test session. 


The proposal was primarily aimed at 
eliminating the required announcement of a 
test session that was not open to the public... 
such as for the handicapped, a test session 
eonducted at home for medical reasons or a 
small graduating ham class. 


At the time, however, the Commission 
said that they were still of the view that 


public anouncement of examination opportuni-- 


ties were generally desirable. 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT RETAINED.... 


In its final ruling on PR Docket 85-505, 


the Commission said it would continue to re-, 


quire public announcements fcr all examina- 
tions. Sinee the number of ecardidates at any 


~ 


one examination session may be limited, the 
FCC emphasized that the announcement 
should alert the public to any such limitation. © 


Thus... if you are holding a private ex- 
amination session... even for a single handi- 
capped applicant... you must announce in some 
public way (such as on a repeater...) that the 
test will be conducted. The retained 
announcement rule eliminates any "secret" 
tests being given to VE "friends." 


Action by the Commission, September 
16, 1985, by Report and Order. FCC Docket 
85-505. Commissioners Fowler, Chairman, 
Quello, Dawson and Patrick participating. 
Commissioner Rivera not participating. Effec- 
tive date of Order: November 8, 1985 


I had oceasion to speak with the FCC's 
(Washington) Special Service's chief, Raymond 
A. Kowalski, this past week. He said that the 
FCC proposal to turn maintenance of the 
amateur radio operator examination test pool 
over to the various VEC's with test design by 
VE's is still under consideration. "We are still 
working on that one. It won't be coming out 
for a while." 


capo ape 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 


. issued as of the first of September 1985. 
§Part 97.51 calls for: (1.) FCC to assign 
amateur radio station call signs "on a 
systematic basis" and (2.) The Commission 
shall not grant any request for a specific call 


sign. 


Radio Group "A" PRY UG! np" 

District: Extra Advan. Tech/Gen Novice 
g NNGQ KEGAB NOGMX KAGVHQ 
1 NBIR KBIUK NIDSL KAINIS 
2 NM2S KD20T N2FUV KA2ZDH 
3 KX30 KC8TV N3EOG KA30MT 
4 AA4MY KJ4IW N4MRS KB4PPH 
5 NZ5L KF5EQ N5IJU KASWWM 
6 WK6Y KG6XA N6MNP KB6JWQ 
7 NQ7L KE7JH N7HMR KATWAW 
8 NN8Z KE8AT N8GWS KA8YCZ 
9 NG9G KDIRG N9OFIG KASIUBZ 


N. Mariana Il. AHGE AH@AC KHGAI WHIAAG 
Guam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AGP 
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Ine. (USCI) relative to backyard satellite 
antennas. USCI said they needed a government 
pre-emptive statement to prevent municipali- 
ties from arbitrarily outlawing satellite dishes 
as unsightly. 


PRB-1 EMERGES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT... 


The FCC actually had no administrative 
vehicle for requesting comments from the 
public on declaratory rulings. This was some- 
thing new for them. So they simply made one 
up. They called the matter "PRB-1" for Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau issue #1. Even though init- 
ially assigned a fairly long comment period, 
PRB-1 was extended to last December 24. 


In January, Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, 
helped the situation along by introducing two 
Senate Resolutions which urged the FCC to 
protect the public from discriminatory and 
unreasonable local restrictions on home satel- 
lite and amateur radio antennas. "It is appro- 
priate and timely," Goldwater said, "for the 
FCC to delineate the limit of local jurisdic- 
tion over antenna regulation..." 


THE 1985 FCC DECLARATORY RULING.... 


The Commission ruled on PRB-1 during 
mid-September. "While recognizing that there 


are certain general state and local interests 


which may legitimately affect amateur radio 
facilities," the FCC said that... "state and 
local regulations which preclude amateur com- 
munications are in direct conflict with federal 


objectives and must be pre-empted.” 


The Commission declared that "local 
regulations which involve placement, screen- 
ing or height of antennas based on health, 
safety or asethetic considerations must rea- 
sonably accomodate amateur communications 
and represent the minimum practicable regula- 
tion to accomplish the purpose of the local 
authorities." 


While the declaration by the FCC is a 
weleome legal milestone in amateur radio 


communications, a question remains... "what 
role does ‘'aestheties' now play in local and 
state antenna zoning ordinances?" My diction- 
ary defines "aesthetic" as “artistic, in good 
taste, well-arranged... beautiful." 


Will cities 


decide that amateur installations are just the 
opposite and continue to regulate against 
them? 


Action by the Commission, September 
16th, 1985, by Memorandum Opinion and 
Order (FCC-85-506) Commissioners Fowler, 
Chairman, Quello, Dawson and Patrick with 
Commissioner Rivera not participating. 


0D ORDO 


FCC ENDS 30-DAY HAM _RETESTING RULE.... 


While we have not received the FCC 
paperwork yet, the Commission amended the 


Amateur rules September 16th to eliminate 


the 30 day wait before -an applicant for an 
amateur examination can retake the same 
failed or higher Amateur Radio Operator ex- 
amination element. 


BACKGROUND ON PR DOCKET 85-21... 


A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was 
issued by the FCC last February proposing to 


amend §Part 97.26 which requires applicants 
who fail amateur radio operator tests to wait 
the full 30 days before being re-examined. 


The NPRM was in response to a petition 
filed by Phil Miller, KB8QX, of Charleston, 
West Virginia. He suggested that ham test 
applicants be allowed to retake the same or 
higher examination elements within seven days 
of the date that the examination was failed. 
The FCC. countered by proposing that the 
waiting period be eliminated altogether. The 
ARRL opposed the NPRM stating that it 
would require VEC's to change examinations 
weekly to prevent a candidate from taking 
the same examination twice and could result 
in compromise of the entire VE program. 


Noting that the so-called "30-day rule" 
was based on the Commission's staffing and 
budgetary resources of the various FCC ex- 
amining points, the Commission said that indi- 
vidual VEC's could set their own waiting per- 
iods for a candidate that fails an examination 
element based on their own administrative 
requirments. 


FCC ISSUES ORDER ON HAM RETESTING.... 


The FCC said there "was no persuasive 


"Tam a currently 


NTEER EXAMINER? 


YME A VOLU 


WOULD YO 


. I do not own a significant 
eur radio equipment or 


I have never had my station or 
f any company or entity engaged 
My age is at least 18 years old. 


licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


in making, preparing or distributing amat 


operator license revoked or suspended 
license preparation materials. 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 
interest in nor am an employee o 


. A eertif- 


, and a SASE 
for $1.00. Details and accredi- 


, please send a copy 


gram? If so 
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of your Extra Class license, this signed statement 


Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207 
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Can broadeasters use the ham bands to 
pass what appears to be business communica- 
tions during a national or international crises? 
There seems to be a wide difference of opin- 
ion on that one! 


Major broadcast networks were passing 
what appeared to be newsgathering and com- 
mereial traffic during the recent earthquake 
crises in Mexico on the ham bands. Obviously 
they thought it was proper. I called Roy Neal, 
K6DUE, of NBC News to get his views... 


K6DUE "It is legal because there is no com- 
mercial means of communication available. 
That was the new ruling as of about six 
weeks ago. When there is no commercial com- 
munications available, amateurs are permitted 
to handle traffic back and forth." 


W5YI "Even for ordering parts for satellite 
dishes?" 
K6DUE “If it is the only way it can be han- 


dled, then the answer is 'yes'. We have this 
not only from the FCC but we have had the 
attorneys of all three networks check it out 
very carefully. First of all the amateur bands 
can be used for news gathering per se. It's a 
new ruling about six or eight weeks ago." 
W5YI "I did not know that.” 

K6DUE "I am giving you an interpretation 
from the lawyers of NBC and the FCC. This 
is the interpretation on which we (NBC) have 
been operating which says (#1) amateur sta- 
tions ean be used for news gathering per se 
(#2) when commercial facilities are not avail- 
able for communications in times of disaster, 
communications of the business type necessary 
to get out the news can be handled by ama- 
teur stations. This is the way that the law 
was interpreted for us. I suggest that you 
check with the FCC and the legal department 
of NBC in New York from which the interpre- 
tation came... or any of the other networks 
for that matter. ...the AP, the UPI and Time 
magazine are all doing it." 

W5YI "I was not aware of this interpretation." 
K6DUE "The interpretation came from the 
networks after the FCC made its initial rul- 
ing... not only the networks... all of the var- 
ious communications agencies. Their attorneys 
went to work with the FCC and... came up 
with this interpretation. Thi« was then put 


out by the networks for our guidance. Don't 
quote me as an authority on the law. I am not 
an attorney... I am a practicing ham operator 
who is also an official of NBC News. What I 
have told you is what the networks have told 
us for our guidance." 

W5YI "Are all of the network participants 
using ham spectrum actually amateur radio 
operators?" 

K6DUE "Yes, as far as I know every one of 
them is, yes. There are, I might add, several 
hundred amateurs that work for the various 
broadeasting companies. I know of no non- 
amateurs that have been on the air." 

W5YI "I question the obvious passing of com- 
mercial and business traffic and what appears 
to be news gathering." 

K6DUE "Both of which are condoned because 
there are no commercial facilities available. 
Think of it this way, if you will. If you have 
no way of getting any information to or from 
your people in the field... how in the world do 
you think we get people in or out? We use 
commercial communications whereever and 
whenever possible. We now have our own 
ground station operating in Mexico City. It 
required a great deal of set up... of advance 
information so that this station could be Set: 
up there to provide commercial communica- 
tions for our people." 


"It was suggested by some of our execu- 
tives that we should send an amateur station 
with a ham operator in advance of the ground 
station to provide some communications until 
they get set up. I told them ‘you can't do 
that.!. They are not licensed to operate in 
Mexico. Then the executives in our meeting 
said 'I don't think the Mexican government 
would take issue with this. It is for a good 
eause.' The answer came back...'Oh, yes they 
would. We have no jurisdiction with that 
country... nor would such a station be recip- 
roeally licensed. You can't do it.' And so they 
didn't. I bring this up only to show you how 
earefully these decisions are made. No ama- 
teur in his right mind is going to risk losing 
his license to go for something like this. We 
used Mexican amateurs licensed to operate in 
Mexieo. They were not network employees... 
they simply took messages for the networks 
and for all of the other media. They have 
been told that it is OK by the various news 
gathering organizations based on the fact that 


there is no commercial communications avail- 
able and they need to get their people and 
their equipment into the area so that the 
news can be covered. The eriterion is 'no 
commercial facilities available." 


"I contacted a Mexican ham operator, 

XEI1E, Shiela, and asked permission to record 
her impressions of the communications being 
handled by Mexican amateurs. This was a 
Mexican related story that I wanted to broad- 
cast. She told me what a great job they were 
doing. Two amateurs came on the air and told 
me I couldn't do this... that this was illegal. I 
said what I am doing is perfectly legal... as a 
matter of fact it is in the best interest of 
amateur radio. They continued interfering de- 
liberately. I know damn well it was legal and 
so do you. My questions dealt with the ama- 
teur service and what was being done to get 
the news out and to handle the necessary 
health and welfare traffic. Two guys on fre- 
quency refused to allow the transmissions to 
go through. ; 
WS5YI "I am interested in the interpretation 
that it is all right to conduct broadcast busi- 
ness during an emergency." 
K6DUE "And you should be. It is highly impor- 
tant that this word get out and the story be 
nailed down. There are a considerable number 
of people who don't have that word... the 
FCC interpretation going in... and the net- 
work interpretation coming out. Can you tell 
me how any news gathering organization can 
cover the story of something this massive 
without support by amateur radio? It seems to 
me that the highest service to the public is 
being served by exactly what we are talking 
about here." 


"I didn't read any of this stuff into this 
ruling... aS obviously you didn't. The legal 
department of NBC came up with an interpre- 
tation... then the other two networks came up 
with theirs. It was published by the Radio and 
Television News Directors Association, 
RTNDA. They put that out for the guidance 
of all the radio and television newsrooms 
across the country. You're dealing with a 
loaded gun. The FCC on one hand... an inter- 
pretation on the other as published. The 
RTNDA is an organization of considerable 
strength. They try to generate better methods 
of news coverage." 
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THE NTNDA _ON HAM/BROADCAST RULES 


After getting off the phone with Roy 
Neal, I telephoned Bill Pasternak, WAG6ITF, of 
Westlink. Bill is a broadeast engineer and I 
asked him what he knew about the NTNDA 
version of the FCC ruling on ham radio as 
applies to broadeasting during an emergency. 
He read the multi-page NTNDA legal counsel 


finding to me. Summarized in part here... 


(1.) Ham operators may cooperate with elec- 
tronie and other journalists on news reports 
during certain emergency situations when 
other means of communications are unavail-' 
able. 

(2.) "The FCC responded in a complex manner 
on direct journalistic use of ham radio"... gen- 
erally reinforeing its rules prohibiting ham 
stations from being used for broadeast pur- 
poses... 

(3.) The Commission provided for important 
exceptions under what they call the "rule of 
reason". The Rules prevent hams from engag- 


ing in broadcasting but provide for exceptions 


during emergency situations. 
(4.) "Reacting to the RTNDA argument that 


permissable news gathering use of ham radio 
should be expanded rather than eliminated, 
the FCC agreed and retained the emergency 
exceptions and put a helpful gloss on it." In 
paragraph 22 of the order, the FCC went 
beyond the distress clause... to state that 
when applied to the news media's use of ham 
radio, the emergency communications excep- 
tion is to be interpreted as being viewed un- 
der a "rule of reason." According to the or- 
der, conveying news information directly re- 
lated to an event which involves the safety of 
human life or the immediate protection of 
property falls within this "rule of reason" if it 
ean not be transmitted by any means other 
than amateur radio because of the remote 
location of the originating station or because 
normal communications have been disrupted by 
earthquake, fire, flood, tornado, hurricanes, 
severe storm or national emergency. 

(5.) The FCC stated that acceptable use of 
ham radio emergencies are governed by the 
traditional "common sense" interpretation. 

(6.) Paragraph 22 permits direct cooperation 
between broadcasters and ham operators dur- 
ing emergencies even when there is no immed- 
iate threat to life or property. 


